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Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club 

Hayes Hill, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7HN

Tel: 020 8462 2600

CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2018
Hello everyone
What a fabulous summer of tennis we have all enjoyed! The fact that the nights are drawing in now doesn’t mean everything comes to a halt.  There is still plenty of tennis to play, social events to attend and important things like our AGM on Tuesday 20h November.  That is your chance to shape what happens at our club so please put that date in your diaries.

Our financial year-end of 30 September is approaching.  If you are holding any money – floodlight income, match fees etc – please pay that over to the treasurer or directly into our account as soon as possible.

As always you can email me or our Secretary Charlotte Hares for further information about anything mentioned here – or indeed anything at all.
There is about to be an important change to the way our floodlights are operated so please take note of this.

Floodlights

I know that many members have experienced problems with the prepayment cards. This problem doesn’t seem isolated so the decision has been taken to replace the card controls with coin-operated meters.  Work will start on Monday 24 September to install new controls. Once completed you will need £1 and £2 coins to get light.  We will keep you posted as the situation changes.  Please return any cards to me as I am hoping to get a refund on these.
A bulb on court 4 has blown. If members want that replaced I will need 3-4 volunteers to help achieve that.  I can get the scaffolding and we already have a spare bulb.  We just need willing folks to shin up and do it.  Please let me know if you’re able to assist.

New signage

Over recent years there has been an increase in anti-social behaviour at the courts – which has taken varying forms.  These include allowing dog fouling, playing football over the tennis nets, cycling on the courts etc etc.  I know some members are uncomfortable about challenging this.  The Committee has decide to install some large signs about what is expected, and what is not.  These should help members to tackle this problem AT THE TIME IT OCCURS.   Sending an email to me some days later doesn’t really help me do anything effective.  So some rules of the club – which are largely common sense and the usual courtesy we afford one another – will be displayed prominently and I hope this will help everyone feel more confident at stopping bad behaviour at the time it occurs. And the signs will remind members to lock up and turn out all the lights if they are the last person at the courts.

Website and court bookings

Next, a reminder that we switched our court booking system from Fastcourts to the ClubSpark system. If anyone is struggling to get access to the new site please let us know.
Wimbledon tickets

It is now time to opt-in for the Wimbledon ballot. Everyone who is a British Tennis Member – except younger children – is eligible and you should already have received from the LTA an invitation to opt-in.  It takes only seconds to do that so please give yourself the chance of being offered a pair of tickets by opting-in now.
Tennis events
CLUB TOURNAMENT FINALS DAY is taking place on Saturday 22 September starting at 12.15pm.  You will be able to watch the finals of the Men's Singles, Men's Doubles, Ladies' Doubles and Mixed Doubles. The running order will be displayed on the day and may be changed if rain is forecast but play will start with the Men's Singles [finalists will be notified as soon as all the semi-finals have been completed].

Tea, coffee, Pimms and cake will be available from midday for a small charge. As always, catering for these social events is via the kindness of members who bring sandwiches or cakes - this is very much appreciated and helps make the event a success.

We hope that lots of members - adults, Juniors, Colts and their parents - will come along to support the players and enjoy the day. Hope to see you there.
ADULT NOVICE SESSIONS – we secured grant funding that allowed us to run some free sessions for novices in the early summer. I hope most of the players who attended and saw what the club can offer them will now stay and become long-term members.  These sessions were so successful that RAW Tennis has this week started another round of them on Monday evenings from 8.30-9.30pm. If you know anyone who might be interested - perhaps a partner who works full-time and wants a bit of an escape - please let us or Jake know. 

ADULT LEAGUE TEAMS – firstly I’d like to thank the team captains for the brilliant work they did through the spring and summer.  Our teams did well and all held their places in the leagues. The league tables for last winter have been released and our men’s 2 team won their division and are promoted.  Congratulation to their captain Tim Skillicorn.  I hope we can continue to move up a division in some more events.

We have entered 2 men’s teams for the winter. But we didn’t enter any veteran’s competitions as there are no suitable events in the North Kent League, and members don’t wish to play in the Kent League with it’s many far-flung venues. This does mean very few fixtures through the winter so I hope we will have absolutely no trouble in fielding really strong teams throughout this season. 

I should like to hear from any ladies who might wish to enter competitive play for the summer of 2019, whether in a mixed event or just ladies. It is high time we were back in these competitions.
SELF-ORGANISED PLAY – if any new member wants help to connect to existing groups so they can get more regular games please let me know.  We can put you in touch with the people who organise sessions on different night via varying media 

JUNIOR LEAGUE TEAMS – we entered 8 teams last summer. That allowed many youngsters to take part, travel to other venues and experience the cut & thrust of competition. I am grateful to the parents who agreed to captain their teams – sometimes reluctantly.  I hope you enjoyed the events.  We have entered 5 teams for the winter and matches start shortly.

AMERICAN TOURNAMENT POINTS RACE – the final event is scheduled for Saturday 10 November with Margaret Buck in charge. 

Social events
QUIZ NIGHT – Our ever-popular quiz night will be taking place on Friday 12 October and is always a fun event. Doors will open at 7pm with a prompt 7.30pm start. Several tables have already been booked so please act quickly if you want to join in. You can reserve your table (a maximum of six people per table) by emailing Judy Evans judyevansgb@yahoo.co.uk or by signing up on the list in the club hut.

At the time of booking, please indicate how many fish and chip suppers your table will require. Entry into the quiz is £6.00 per person and fish and chips are £6 per person.

Please let us know if you would like to come along but are unable to form a team and Judy will try to accommodate you. 
WINE TASTING & BOOZE QUIZ NIGHT – this is now sold out.

DATES FOR 2019 – 
· Please note that the Kent Tennis Awards Dinner is on Saturday 2 March in Bearsted near Maidstone

· Our ClubForce work weekend is likely to be Friday 26 April – Sunday 29 April.  If everyone can offer a small amount of help the overall result is amazing. 
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